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Synopsis

Connecting content and kids in meaningful ways is what teachers strive to do every day. In tandem,
UbD and DI help educators meet that goal by providing structures, tools, and guidance for
developing curriculum and instruction that bring to students the best of what we know about

effective teaching and learning.
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Customer Reviews

Each well-known separately in educational circles--McTighe as one of the developers of UbD and
Tomlinson as the guru of differentiated instruction--they have come together to write a book that is
an attempt to meld their philosophies. In that, they are at best partially successful. Though | am a
supporter of much of the work of both of these authors, | found little new here that hasn’t been said
better elsewhere. On top of that, | didn’t really find this book to be a melding of their ideas. It was
more an experience of two people explaining their own thing in alternate stretches of prose with only
a modest attempt at linking them together.For someone not familiar with either author’s earlier work,
this could be a valuable introduction. On the other hand, | would point a reader to their individual

work before suggesting this one.

| bought this book because it is the required text for a grad class | am taking, but it is one of the best
"required texts" | have had in any course.l already am familiar with Differentiated Instruction and

Understanding by Design, but | found the way they are showing the correlation between the two to



be very useful.The authors don’t try to impress the reader with their extensive vocabulary, but rather
they explain their ideas in clear concise language. Since | have usually had a long day of teaching
before | sit down to tackle the assignment, it is wonderful to have a book that is not a chore to

read.Thanks for a great text!

| had to purchase this book for a grad class, and wasn’t able to make it through more than a few
pages at a time. The concepts behind Understanding by Design and Differentiated Instruction really
aren’t that hard to grasp; in fact, | think | sufficiently summed it all up to a friend in about 10
seconds, so | fail to see the need for 175 pages on it. It gets redundant by the second chapter, and
they spend far too much time expounding on why UBD and DI are so necessary, rather than

actually giving you helpful advice on how to implement them.

Great way to combine UbD and differentiated instruction for the student’s needs.Ch. 9 says it all.
The struggle of theory and practice doesn’t have to be a battle. It can work, just have to understand

the impact on what each individual student needs to learn.

| purchased this for my graduate degree work. It was a 4 hour credit course on lesson design. If you
need help planning lessons that fit your state’s standards, this | the book for you! It became my

major source for lesson design.

"Integrating Differentiated Instruction and Understanding by Design" is a text that describes one
strategy for teachers to implement effective teaching strategies and aligned assessment. The text
discusses ways that teachers can plan units and lessons that align standards, objectives, activities,
and assessments. The text further explains how to write essential questions for each subject area,
differentiate your instruction effectively, and accommodate for diverse classrooms.This text is great
for pre-service and in-service teachers as it was one method that covers the topics that all my MAT
classes have discussed in my first semester of my master’s program. The text is also written in a
clear and concise manner that is easy to understand. As well as the text is supplemented with clear
graphic organizers that clarify the written text and point to the important information. The text has a
lot of content specific jargon and is thus best for professionals or persons training to be a
professional in this field.This text is one that, as | prepare to write units and more lessons, | will
continue to refer back to for guidance. In all honesty, | will never use all strategies listed in this text,

but there is a lot of beneficial information that | will be using in the near future.



| purchased this book for a teacher education class | was taking in the Spring of 2012. | don’t know
any other way of saying this, but: THIS BOOK IS A MUST FOR ALL TEACHERS AND THOSE
PREPARING TO BECOME TEACHERS. This book will help you navigate the often challenging and
frustrating world of lesson and curriculum planning so that your plans will actually be ones of
substance and ensure student learning and retention of material.If | had this for my semester of

student teaching, | firmly believe that it would have been that much easier.

As a professional educator who is interested in curriculum development and student success, |
couldn’t put this book down! Tomlinson an McTighe are both experts on their perspective topics of
differentiation and assessment, so the pairing of these two made for informative reading. We want
to reach every student to the point that they understand the essential learnings, and these two make
numerous practical suggestions so that practitioners in the field can better design and implement

plans for reaching students’ needs, which would naturally lead to academic improvement.
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